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Enter QUEEN ELIZABETH, attended by BURGHLEY,
LEICESTER, HUNSDON, HATTON, and others of the
Council.

Elizabeth                           No, my lords,

We are not so weak of wit as men that need
Be counselled of their enemies.    Blame us not
That we accuse your friendship on this cause
Of too much fearfulness: France we will hear,
Nor doubt but France shall hear us all as loud
As friend or foe may threaten or protest,
Of our own heart advised, and resolute more
Than hearts that need men's counsel.    Bid them in.

Enter CHATEAUNEUF and BELLI&VRE, attended.

From our fair cousin of France what message, sirs ?
Bell&vre. I, madam, have in special charge to lay
The king's mind open to your majesty,
Which gives my tongue first leave of speech more free
Than from a common envoy.    Sure it is,
No man more grieves at what his heart abhors,
The counsels of your highness' enemies,
Than doth the king of France : wherein how far
The queen your prisoner have borne part, or may
Seem cf their works partaker, he can judge
Nought: but much less the king may understand
What men may stand accusers, who rise up
Judge in so great a matter.   Men of law
May lay their charges on a subject: but
The queen of Scotland, dowager queen of P'rance,
And sister made by wedlock to the king,